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Think College: A Snapshot of Postsecondary Education for Students with
Intellectual Disabilities Across the United States
By Debra Hart, Meg Grigal, and Cate Weir
In 2009, Think College conducted a national online survey of postsecondary education programs to determine the
range of existing services for students with intellectual disabilities (ID).
There were 149 program
respondents1 from 37 states. Fouryear colleges or universities accounted
for half of the programs, followed
by two-year colleges (40%). Trade/
technical schools accounted for the
smallest percentage of respondents
(10%, N=135). Forty-five percent of
respondents indicated that they served
only adults with ID, 26% served dually
enrolled students, and 29% (N=118)
served both groups.

Survey Respondents by State

Survey responses indicated that
programs vary considerably in terms of
level of student integration, access to
typical courses, and disability services.

KEY SURVEY FINDINGS
ADMISSIONS & FEES

•
•
•
•

60% indicated that students with ID were formally enrolled (N=143)
56% have special entrance criteria (N=149)
71% indicated that students do not take the college course placement test (N=132)
78% indicated that they do not charge students or families fees for additional services
related to students with ID (N=129)

COURSES ACCESS

• 75% offer other instruction or social events specifically for students w/ID (N=129)
• 75% indicated that students with ID participate in group instruction or activities only
with other students with ID (N=129)
• 53% indicated that students access courses through the typical registration process (N=130)

1

The number of respondents is listed in parenthesis as not every respondent answered every question

ACCESS TO DISABILITY AND HOUSING SERVICES

• 58% receive services from the college’s disability office (N=128)
• 39% offer residential options (N=123)
OTHER

• 52% of the PSE programs indicate that they collect outcome data (N=126)
• 49% indicated that students did have person centered planning (N=115)
These survey findings should be cautiously interpreted, as they represent only the programs who responded
to the national survey; therefore, data are not representative of every existing program serving students with
ID in the United States. The findings also reflect programs and services that have been created without benefit
of federal or state legislative or regulatory guidance, which likely accounts for the high variability of services.
The high percentage of respondents offering segregated programs or services for students with intellectual
disabilities underscores the need for such guidance. This need will be addressed, to some extent, by the provisions
in the Higher Education Opportunities Act (HEOA) Amendments of 2008, which created the first definition
of a comprehensive transition and postsecondary program for students with intellectual disabilities. The HEOA
definition includes the requirement that such programs provide opportunities for students with intellectual
disabilities to participate in coursework and other activities with students without disabilities. It is likely that
programs will continue to change in response to this new federal guidance.
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